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THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CHALLENGES THE LIES
ABOUT THE STATE OF ONCOLOGY SERVICES IN THE
PROVINCE BROADCASTED BY THE ECONOMIC FREEDOM
FIGHTERS
The Limpopo Department of Health is appalled by the nerve of the
EFF to manufacture and peddle falsehoods about the Limpopo
Department of Health as part of their campaign to disapprove the
changing of the provincial cabinet.
Ordinarily, the department is not supposed to comment on matters
of rearranging the provincial cabinet done by the Premier as part
of his Executive prerogative. However, the unwarranted diatribe
by the EFF cannot go unchallenged since it is not only damaging

but misleading.

1. Oncology
The EFF claims through its member for the provincial legislature
Jossy Buthane that the state of health care in the province has

collapsed.
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He used what he called the lack of oncology services in the
province to drive his point. It is a fact that until around 2016, there
were no Oncology services to even talk about in the province. ltis
through the passion and leadership efforts of the incumbent MEC
that the department has in the past 6 years built a stable Oncology
unit that had five Oncologists at the beginning of this year. Two
have since left for the private sector leaving the department with

three.

It must be noted that it is within this administration that the first
ever oncologists were produced in the province. The department
pride itself to be producing these oncologists not only for the
public but for the private sector as well because even the two who
left for the private sector were trained by the Limpopo Department

of Health which the EFF claims is collapsing.

In its continuous drive to build oncology services, the department
IS currently training 4 oncology registrars who are expected to
augment the number of qualified oncologists in the department.
The same department has employed in its fold Radiation
Therapists. These are radiologists who specifically focus on
cancer. On top of all these, the department has also employed an
army of specialist oncology nurses in almost all its peripheral
hospitals in its quest to assist with the quick diagnosis of cancer

as part of strengthening its oncology services.
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During the past four years, the department has also managed to
procure requisite and state of art equipment to assist in the
diagnosis and treatment of cancer patients. These include among
others linear radiation machines. Currently, the department is
installing mammography machines in all regional hospitals
(Tshilidzini, Letaba, Mokopane, St Ritas and Philadelphia) which

is currently underway.

It must be registered that there are no backlogs for oncology
patients currently in the province owing to the efforts by the
department and also its Public Private Partnership initiatives. The
only patients who might be confused as being on the waiting lists
are those who are undergoing investigations for proper diagnosis
because the diagnosis of cancer is naturally complex and often
takes longer than many conditions. The department is also proud
to have built a cancer treatment unit starting with the children’s

unit led by a Pediatric Oncologist.

Working with other specialists, the Pediatric Oncologist is able to
deal with all issues of cancer that are becoming rampant also on
children. Without necessarily engaging in the unconventional
behavioral trait of blowing its own horn, the department does not
believe that all these gains listed above point to a unit that is
dysfunctional and collapsing, but one that is thriving and is on a

meteoric rise contrary to the lies broadcasted by the EFF.
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2. The alleged return of funds to the Provincial Treasury
The department also wants to refute the lies also told by the EFF
that it has returned billions of rands in unspent funds to the
provincial treasury despite the shortage of resources. The
department wishes to put it categorically clear that it has returned
zero amount in unspent funds to the treasury. As a matter of fact,
the department is engaging with the provincial treasury on a
continuous basis about the need for additional funding for many of

its projects.

The only fund that had the potential to be returned was a R20
million grant from the NTSG but was not. The department then
requested a rollover of this amount because by the end of the
financial year the amount was committed but could not be spent.
This is because the department used the grant to order 5
mammography machines for cancer patients in the 2021/22
financial year. Due to the after-effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
and geo-political instability in Europe on global trade, the
machines were only delivered during the current financial year
(2022/23). As a result, the department was only able to pay the
service provider during the current financial year (2022/23) after
delivery although the actual purchasing was done in the 2021/22

financial year.
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Conclusion

The demand for cancer services has grown exponentially in the
country during the past few years. The department of health has
worked very hard to meet this challenge and in the process made
some gains for the population of Limpopo. It therefore cannot
stand by and watch those who seek political relevance to utilize
lies and innuendoes to rubbish and trivialize these gains which
mean so much to the people of Limpopo Province in particular and
South Africa in general.

Public institutions must be criticized at all times because they
carry a mandate to serve the people. However, a line of
dichotomy needs to be drawn between genuine criticism and lying
for political expediency because at all material times, criticism
must be based on facts and not the pigmentation of one'’s
imagination.

End.

Thilivhali Muavha
MEC's Spokesperson
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