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MEC MASHEGO
OFFICIALLY
OPENS RENAL
UNIT AT
TSHILIDZINI
HOSPITAL ==

Limpopo Health MEC, Ms Dieketseng
Mashego, officially opened the new Renal
Unit at Tshilidzini Hospital last Friday,
describing the development as a “historic
achievement that will restore dignity, ex-
tend hope, and save lives.”

The launch of the Renal Unit at Tshilid-
zini Hospital marks a significant step in

the department’s efforts to decentralise
renal healthcare services and enhance
access to treatment for patients af-
fected by kidney disease.
According to the Operational
Manager of the Renal Unit at
Tshilidzini Hospital, Mrs Of-

hani Mavhalane, dialysis patients in the
province have faced significant challeng-
es for many years.

“The province used to transfer patients
all the way to George Mukhari Hospital
for dialysis,” she said.

A patient who requested to remain
anonymous, described the decentralisa-
tion of renal services as a “lease of hope”
for patients who depend on public health-
care facilities for dialysis treatment.

“I see the decentralisation of dialysis
services as a lease of hope for me because
it means less travelling, reduced fatigue,
more time with my family, and most im-

continues on page 3
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portantly, it shows that government
cares about its patients,” he said.

In 2001, Pietersburg Provincial
Hospital began accommodating
dialysis patients. However, as de-
mand for the service increased sig-
nificantly, the department found it
necessary to expand access through
satellite dialysis units.

Speaking during the official open-
ing ceremony, MEC Mashego said
the decentralisation of the renal di-
alysis facility forms part of the pro-
vincial government’s ongoing com-
mitment to bringing specialised
healthcare services closer to com-
munities, particularly in rural areas.

“For years, renal dialysis services
in Limpopo’s public healthcare sys-
tem were largely concentrated at Pi-
etersburg Hospital, forcing patients
from distant districts such as Vhem-
be to travel long distances several
times a week to receive treatment,”
said Mashego.

She added that patients living
with chronic kidney disease often
had to travel for hours, away from
their families and support systems,
while battling illness.

“Some patients missed critical di-
alysis sessions because of transport
challenges and financial hardship,”
she said.

Mashego noted that the new facil-
ity is a direct response to the grow-
ing burden of non-communicable
diseases, including hypertension
and diabetes, which remain among
the leading causes of kidney failure
in communities across the province.

The Tshilidzini Renal Unit is ex-
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pected to significantly reduce pa-
tient congestion at Pietersburg
Hospital while improving access to
specialised renal care for residents
of the Vhembe District and sur-
rounding areas.

Mashego reiterated the depart-
ment’s commitment to building
an equitable and people-centred
healthcare system.

“This investment supports Limpo-
pos broader strategy to strengthen
tertiary and specialised healthcare
services in response to population
growth and increasing demand for
advanced medical interventions,’
she said.

The MEC also called on health-
care professionals working at the
unit to serve patients with compas-
sion, dignity, and excellence.

“Machines alone do not heal peo-
ple, but compassionate and dedi-
cated professionals do,” she empha-
sised.

Mashego described the new renal
unit as a symbol of progress and
hope for communities that previ-
ously struggled to access specialised
kidney care.

“As we open this Renal Unit to-
day, we are opening doors to longer
and healthier lives. We are restor-
ing hope to patients who previous-
ly faced uncertainty and hardship,”
she said.
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