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MEC MASHEGO 
DESCRIBES 
BUDGET
SPEECH AS
A FULL 
EXPRESSION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

LEBOWAKGOMO: While tabling the Budget Speech 
at the Provincial Legislature yesterday, Limpopo Health 
MEC Ms Dieketseng Mashego emphasized that the 
speech reflects the kind of health system the provincial 
government is building and the type of governance its 
people should experience.

She referred to the words of President Cyril Rama-

phosa, stating that “a capable state must first secure the 
well-being of its people, because without health there can 
be no development and no meaningful participation in 
the economy.”

“That principle finds expression here today in the choic-
es we make, the priorities we set and the commitments 
we are prepared to uphold,” she indicates.
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DEPARTMENT EXPANDS
24-HOUR PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 

MEC Dieketseng Mashego said during the tabling of 
the Budget Speech the department is continuing to 
strengthen primary health care services through ex-
panded operating hours. 

According to the MEC these interventions will be 
implemented in line with the department’s Annual Per-
formance Plan for the 2026/27 financial year.

“The department currently operates 476 primary 
health care facilities, of which 204 already provide 24-
hour services,” she said.

Mashego further elaborated plans are underway to 
extend round the clock access to an additional 80 facil-
ities through a combination of night-duty and on-call 

staffing models.
MEC Mashego also confirmed the procurement of 

148 state-of-the-art mobile clinics, aimed at improving 
access to health services in underserved and hard-to-
reach communities.

“The expected impact of these combined interven-
tions is a primary health care system that is more acces-
sible, better managed, and more responsive,” the MEC 
said.

In addition, the expansion of services and mobile 
outreach capacity as the MEC said is expected to bring 
care closer to communities while improving the overall 
responsiveness of the province’s health system.
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Department strengthens 
health system with 
digital imaging upgrade

MEC Mashego has announced during the tabling of the 
Budget Speech recently at the Provincial Legislature Cham-
ber that the department has successfully procured and in-
stalled 10 digital X-ray units across several health facilities, 
in a move aimed at improving diagnostic capacity and pa-
tient care.

“Two of the units were installed at Pietersburg Hospital, 
while the remaining machines were distributed across Mank-
weng, Lebowakgomo, Mokopane, Ellisras, FH Odendaal, 
Malamulele, Kgapane, and Van Velden hospitals,” she said.

The MEC says its transition from analogue to digital im-
aging has significantly improved diagnostic services across 
public health facilities.

According to Mashego this upgrade, which includes in-
tegration with the Picture Archiving and Communication 
System (PACS), has enhanced diagnostic efficiency, reduced 
turnaround times, and improved the quality of clinical deci-
sion-making.

“The investment has helped shift the health system away 
from delays, enabling earlier diagnosis and more effective 
patient management,” said the MEC.

In addition to technological improvements, MEC an-
nounced that the department has strengthened clinical lead-
ership and multidisciplinary capacity across tertiary and re-
gional hospitals. 

“This includes the appointment of one Head of Clinical 
Department and four Heads of Clinical Units, as well as 22 
medical and dental specialists,” she says.

Furthermore, MEC Mashego has also confirmed the place-
ment of 15 medical officers who have completed their spe-
cialisation examinations and are finalising their research re-
quirements. 

“These placements are expected to further strengthen ser-
vice delivery in critical clinical areas and improve oversight 
of specialised services across the province.” The MEC added.
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MMEC Mashego has during the tabling of Budget Speech 
indicates the department’s efforts to decentralise renal 
services, with new infrastructure coming online to im-
prove access to care for patients with kidney disease.

She also confirmed that the Tshilidzini renal dialysis 
unit has been completed, commissioned, and is now 
fully operational as of Monday, 4 May, and said “since 
its opening the unit has already assisted five patients.”

The MEC further announced that the renal dialysis 
unit at Letaba Hospital is expected to become opera-
tional during the third quarter of the 2026/27 financial 
year.

“The expansion of dialysis services will reduce the 
need for long-distance travel by patients and improve 
access to life-saving treatment closer to their commu-
nities,” said the MEC.

Department Expands 
Renal Care Services With 

New Dialysis Unit
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MEC Mashego told attendees that progress in reducing 
surgical backlogs at Mankweng Hospital is demonstrat-
ing significant improvements in clinical capability across 
the province.

This was during the tabling of the Budget Speech held 
at the Provincial Legislature Chamber, in Lebowakgomo 
recently.

This comes after the hospital has addressed surgical 
backlogs in specific areas such as cleft lip and palate pro-
cedures.

 “This contributed to reducing long-standing backlogs, 
while more complex operations, including the successful 

separation of conjoined twins reflect the growing strength 
of specialised surgical services,” she indicates.

The landmark surgical success was led by Professor 
Tshifularo, Head of Paediatric Surgery, and supported 
by a multidisciplinary team that included anaesthetists, 
plastic surgeons, paediatricians, allied health profession-
als, nursing staff, and other support personnel.

In addition, MEC Mashego specifically extended her 
gratitude to both the Premier and the Minister of Health 
for their support, as well as to faith leaders who offered 
prayers during the procedure.

Mec applauds surgical 
breakthroughs at 
mankweng hospital
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RURAL HEALTH MATTERS 
HELPS CUT SURGICAL 

BACKLOG AND RESTORE 
SIGHT ACROSS LIMPOPO

MEC Ms Dieketseng Mashego says Rural Health Matters 
outreach continues to play a key role in reducing surgi-
cal backlogs while strengthening the transfer of specialist 
skills to public health facilities.

She said this during the tabling of the Budget Speech 
held at the Provincial Legislature Chamber, in Lebowak-
gomo recently.

According to the MEC, over 1 796 operations across the 
province were successfully performed across the province 
in past financial year, 2025/26. 

MEC says this achievement reflects the commitment 
and expertise of participating medical specialists who 
volunteer their services in support of public healthcare 
delivery.

In addition, to the different surgical procedures MEC 
Mashego says significant progress through “cataract must 
fall” campaign completed over 1 874 cataract surgeries 

across the province during the same period.
“These procedures have had a life-changing impact on 

patients, restoring sight and improving quality of life for 
many individuals,” she said.

The MEC further elaborates the beneficiaries include 
elderly patients regaining independence, parents return-
ing to work, and learners resuming their education.

“Among those benefitted is 12-year-old Katlego, who 
suffered traumatic cataracts after a soccer injury,” she in-
dicates.

 Katlego was successfully operated on through the cam-
paign and is now back at school.

Mashego says the department remains committed to 
eliminating preventable blindness and reducing surgical 
backlogs, emphasising that progress will continue “one 
procedure at a time, one patient at a time,” as access to 
specialist care is expanded across the province.
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The provincial Department of Health says it continues to 
make measurable progress in the fight against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis (TB), and other communicable diseases.

This is according to Health MEC Ms Dieketseng 
Mashego while tabling the Budget Speech at the setting 
held at the Provincial Legislature Chamber in Lebowak-
gomo recently.

The MEC describe the health system as increasingly 
proactive, coordinated, and outcome driven.

Mashego says HIV prevention and treatment pro-
grammes were strengthened in the previous financial 
year through innovation, expanded service delivery, and 
targeted community engagement. 

“The introduction of HIV self-screening across public 
health facilities has also significantly improved access to 

testing services,” said the MEC.
MEC further says while the department maintained 

strong performance in TB management, she is, however, 
concerned about TB death rate that counts 13.1%, which 
are largely driven by late presentation to health facilities.

In addition, MEC says while uptake of TB preventive 
therapy has improved from 7.5% to nearly 50%, it re-
mains below the national target of 70%.

Looking ahead to the 2026/27 financial year, MEC says 
the department plans to intensify community-based test-
ing.

“This will strengthen early detection systems, and im-
prove linkage to care, with a particular focus on reducing 
TB-related mortality linked to late diagnosis and delayed 
treatment.” She added.

DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT 
REPORTS REPORTS 
PROGRESS IN PROGRESS IN 
HIV AND TB HIV AND TB 
RESPONSE, BUT RESPONSE, BUT 
RAISES CONCERN RAISES CONCERN 
OVER TB DEATHSOVER TB DEATHS

A
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DEPARTMENT  RECORDS 
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT 
IN MATERNAL, WOMEN’S, AND 
CHILD HEALTH

According MEC Mashego the department has made 
measurable progress in improving maternal and women’s 
health outcomes, reflecting strengthened clinical services 
and enhanced preventive interventions.

MEC says the recruitment of specialists has strength-
ened service delivery, with 26 specialists now serving 
across districts, improving the management of high-risk 
pregnancies.

“Maternal mortality has declined to 83 per 100,000 
live births, surpassing the target of 110 per 100,000 live 
births.”

MEC Mashego also expressed satisfaction with the 
rollout of the HPV vaccination programme, which has 
achieved 96% coverage across the province, which is the 
highest in the country.

A
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MEC SAYS DEPARTMENT 
IS MOVING IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION TO FIGHT MALARIA

Despite above-normal rainfall and flooding conditions 
experienced in the province, MEC Mashego says there is 
a significant decline in malaria cases, from 4,493 cases in 
2023 to 949 cases in 2025.

The MEC attributed this reduction to the effectiveness 
of strengthened surveillance systems, indoor residual 
spraying, and larval source management. 

“Indoor residual spraying is at 94% coverage, contrib-
uting to the disruption of transmission cycles and the re-
duction in cases,” she said.

Mashego further indicated that the department will sus-
tain high coverage of preventive interventions, strengthen 
surveillance systems, and intensify community awareness 
programmes during the current financial year.
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DEPARTMENT STRENGTHENS EMS 
WITH 24-HOUR AEROMEDICAL AND 

FLEET EXPANSION

According to MEC Ms Dieketseng Mashego ongoing in-
vestment in skills development, system strengthening, 
and modernisation has significantly improved Emergen-
cy Medical Services (EMS) and their ability to respond to 
medical emergencies.

Mashego confirmed during the tabling of the Budget 
Speech that the province now operates a fully functional 
24-hour aeromedical (air ambulance) service, which has 
enhanced emergency response capacity across all hours 
of the day.

According to the MEC, the continuous air ambulance 
service has improved referral pathways, reduced delays in 
critical interventions, and contributed to better outcomes 
for severely ill and injured patients.

“The service has strengthened the province’s ability to 
reach patients in remote and hard-to-access areas, ensur-
ing faster access to advanced medical care,” said Mashego.

In addition, MEC Mashego announced that the depart-
ment will procure 140 additional ambulances during the 
2026/27 financial year. 

“The investment is aimed at strengthening emergency 
response capacity and ensuring fleet stability in line with 
growing service demand,” said the MEC.

She further says these combined interventions are ex-
pected to further improve response times and reinforce 
the overall efficiency of emergency medical services 
across the province.
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BUDGET VOTE SPEECH IN PICTURES
Incase you missed it
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